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Agreed Minutes

B6th meeting of the Technical Management Committee (TMC)
Central and West Asian Rice Center (CWARice)

The 6t meeting of the Technical Management Committee (TMC) was held on October 8-
10, 2018, Baku & Lankaran, Azerbaijan. The following TMC members were present: Dr.
Adnan Tulek (Turkey), Dr. Maryam Hosseini (Iran), Mr. Hameed Majeed Radhiwi (Iraq), Dr.
Khidhir Abbas Hameed Kirmasha (Iraq), Mr. Abdul Tawab Dalawary (Afghanistan), Dr.
Saule Baibossynova (Kazakhstan), Dr. Asanbek Akmataliev (Kyrgyzstan), Dr. Masudjon
Sattarov (New introduced TMC member from Uzbekistan) and Mr. Yagub Guliyev
(Azerbaijan). Also, Dr. Jahangir Zadeh (H.E. Ambassador of Iran in R. of Azerbaijan) and Dr.
Bagheripour (Economic d’affaires of Iranian Embassy), Iranian high rank delegation
including: Dr. J. Kouckaki Nejad (vice president of education and research commission of the
Iranian parliament; and Dr. Moahmmad Ali Mohammadi (Head, Guilan Budget and Planning
Organization); Dr. Jafar Azizi (Assistant prof., Azad University of Iran) and Mr. Y. Zarei (D.G.
of Khosroparviz Co., an active Iranian private company manufacturer of modern rice
machineries) and Prof. Pardha Saradhi Peddisetty from Delhi University and Russian
delegation including: Dr. Victor S. Kovalev (Deputy Director of research, All-Russian Rice
Research Institute, Russian Academy of Agricultural Sciences) and Dmitriy Pishenko ( Head
of Seed production and Seed Science Laboratory of All- Russia Rice Research Institute)
attended this meeting.



A. Opening ceremony

The opening ceremony was held in Fizuli Hall at Park INN hotel, Baku, Azerbaijan. Deputy
Minister of Agriculture of Azerbaijan, Dr. Seyfaddin Talebov welcomed warmly all
participants, Iran Ambassador in Azerbaijan, high rank Iranian delegation, Russian
delegation, Dr. Shahdi, head/coordinator of CWARice and all TMC members of CWARice
from CWA region.

After welcoming the participants, deputy minister spoke on general agricultural situation
in the world. He mentioned that “to meet the need of population for food products we have
to increase productivity of agricultural crops, as well as profitability of the rice sector and their
government intends to develop non-oil sector of the economy which the agricultural sector
assumes important. The paddy occupies the 3rd place by area after maize and wheat. In the
1930s, the paddy occupied more than 50 thousand ha in the country. The few years ago its
area even fell under 1000 ha. Currently the area sown to rice is 5300 ha”. He also talked about
the state program for development of rice production for the years of 2018-2025, which was
adopted by the government recently. While thanking to government attention and care to rice
sector, he added total rice production increased up to 16000 thousand tons in 2017 and this is
not enough against 40 000 tons which is annual demand of the country for rice. So, he
emphasized on the importance of CWARice assistance via its consulting role to develop rice
production of Azerbaijan. In the end, he expressed his hope for contribution of CWARice in
strengthening rice development in CWA region and wished success in the 6th meeting of
T™™C.

At the next part, Dr. V. Babayev, D. G. of Agrarian Science and Innovation Center of
Azerbaijan (ASICA) addressed welcome message to all participants. After welcoming, he
emphasized the importance of agriculture in the economy of Azerbaijan stating that it is main
source of employment in rural areas which contributes to improvement of social welfare of
rural population. He talked about the actions taken recent years to increase rice production in
the country and meet needs of population for rice on account of domestic production. One of
such actions, he mentioned, is the state program for development of rice production for the
years of 2018-2025. The objective of the state program, he stressed, includes reaching self-
sufficiency level in rice production, to tackle development of rice processing facilities, develop
new high yielding rice cultivars resistant to diseases and pests, as well as develop rice seed
production. One of possible solutions of problems in rice production is collaboration with
international and regional rice centers, including CWARice. Agrarian Science and Innovation
Center is collaborating with CWAR:ice since the date of its establishment, he emphasized. Dr.
Babayev noted that the Center is collaborating with CWARice in exchange of genetic
materials, staff training, technology transfer and variety testing. Finally, he spoke about 5-
year work plan developed by CWARice and expressed readiness of ASICA to participate
eagerly in the program. Finally, he wished success for member countries to achieve aims of
6th TMC meeting.

Dr. Shahdi, head of CWARice opened meeting with welcoming all TMC members, Iranian
high rank and Russian delegations, H.E. Ambassador of I.R. of Iran in Azerbaijan and other
attendees. He extended his deep appreciation to H.E. Minister of Agriculture of Azerbaijan,






